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The  Jenez-Tewa,  Puerco,  and  Middle  Rio  Grande  Areas, 
which  constitute  that  portion  of  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Water- 
shed lying  between  the  Colorado  State  line  and  Elephant  Butte 
(1) 

Reservoir,  contain  a  rural  population  of  approximately  cj2,000, 

including  9,000  Indians,  70,000  Spr.ni sh- Americans ,  and  13,000 
Anglo-Anericans ,   the  latter  relative  newcomers  to  the  area. 
The  "bulk  of  the  native  Indian  and  Spani sh- American  population 
lives  and  has  lived  for  centuries  in  small  concentrated  villages 
clustered  in  the  narrow  valleys  of  the.  Bio  Grande  and.  its  tri- 
butaries.    This  village  population  was  for  several  centuries 
prior  to  about  1SS0  dependent  almost  entirely  upon  the  land, 
upon  the  small  and  limited  irrigable  patches  adjacent  to  the 
villages  and  the  range  lands  immediately  surrounding  them. 
T7ider  areas  of  range  Were  open  to  use  and  reasonably  protected 
from  marauding  Navajo  and  Apache  Indians.     These,  however,  seem 
to  have  been  appropriated  for  almost  exclusive  use  by  a  few 
large  sheep-owners,  the  "ricos",  who  even  then  in  the  early 
nineteenth  century  were  carrying  on  large-scale  connerclal  live- 
stock operations. 

Following  annexation  by  the  United  States  and  sub- 
jugation of  the  raiding  Indians  wider  areas  of  range  became 
available  for  use,  but,   to  a  large  extent,  not  to  the  village 
population.     "Tith  the  coning  of  the  railroads  in  the  1830s  new 

(l)     Hereafter  in  this  paper  the  tern "Upper  Rio  Grande  Area" 
will  be  used  to  designate  this  area. 
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and  wide  markets  were  opened  and  commercial  livestock  opera- 
tions became  highly  feasible,     Competition  for  range  became 
intense  and  in  the  course  of  this  competition  the  villagers 
did  not  benefit.     Title  to  large  grants  of  land,  jjreviously 
open  to  use  by  the  villagers,  passed  "by  one  means  and  another 
into the  hands  of  enterprising:  and  perhaps  not  too  scrupulous 
American  "builders  of  the  V'cst".  ,  Range  land  which  had  been 
open  to  the  use  of  the  villagers  became  legally  closed  to 
them.    The  establishment  of  the  National  Forests  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  Public  Domain  to  homesteadin™  further  restricted 
the  area  of  range  available  to  the  village  population.  The 
"Opening  of  the  Y/est"  describes  in  the  Upper  "Rio  G-rande  Area 
no  heroic  act  of  pioneering.     It  is  a  euphony  for  a  series 
of  devious  le^al  manipulations  by  which  a  poxrulation  already 
dense  in  relation  to  land  resources  was  deprived  of  -a  large 
portion  of  its  resource  base. 

The  building  of  the  railroads  and  the  expansion  of 
mining  and  other  non- agricultural  activity  in  the  area,  how- 
ever, provided  opportuni ties  to  the  village  population  for 
the  sale  of  surplus  labor.     The  income  from  wage  work,  though 
small,  satisfied  the  expanding  needs  which  could  not  be  met  by 
increased  dependence  upon  livestock.     Small  tracts  of  irrigated 
land  remained  the  basis  of  village  livelihood  in  their 
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provision  for  basic  food  needs  but  they  provided  little  or  no 
surplus  which  could  "be  exchanged  for  other  needed  goods. 

through  the  years  from  the  turn  of  the  century  to 
193O  the  range  lands  open  to  use  by  the  villagers  slowly  cut 
steadily  were  constricted.     Large  numbers  of  village  stock 
were  confined  to  relative!;/  snail  and  inadequate  areas  with 
the  consequence  of  extreme  depletion  of  the  forage  resources 
of  those  areas.    Dependence  upon  wagework  increased,  hut  the 
margin  of  livelihood  above  hare  existence  continued  30  narrow 
that  ever;/  head  of  livestock  that  could  he  grazed  was,  for  most 
the  village  population,  not  merely  additional  income  hut  an 
integral  and  necessary  part  of  livelihood.     Scarcity  of  range 
was  one  of  the  factors  which  led  owners  of  small  herds  to 
accept  contracts  as  partidarios  with  large  commercial  live- 
stock operators  who  controlled  large  areas  of  range  land. 
The  not  income  derived  by  the  partidario  from  such  arrange- 
ments, it  has  been  indicated  in  other  places,  is  neither  ade- 
quate nor  secure.     Scarcity  of  both  range  and  cultivable  land 
has  obliged  villagers  to  accept  seasonal  employment  such  as 
that  in  the  beet  fields  where  wages  were  frequently  below  the 
level  required  for  the  barest  subsistence. 

Since  19;0  the  opportunities  for  wage  work  open  to 
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the  village  population  have  been  sharply  reduced.    At  the  sane 
tine,  through  government  --purchase  of  additional  areas  of  range- 
land  used  by  the  villagers,  and  subsequent  restrict i or.  of  their 
use,  and  through  the  continuing  depleti or.  of  range  areas  sur- 
rounding the  villages  the  possibility  of  deriving  inconc  from 
livestock  has  become  increasingly  United.    The  consequence 
has  been  heavy  dependency  in  the  oast  few  years  upon  govern- 
mental relief.     Sample  surveys  indicate  that  some  60  per  cent 
of  all  the  rural  fanilies  in  the  Upper  Rio  3-rar.d.e  Area  received 
relief  la  sons  fona  for  substantial  portions  of  the  -ears  1935 
and  1936.    Total  federal  expenditures  for  relief  to  the  rural 
population  of  the  area  during  those  two  years  were  approximately 
$3,600,000  or  $1,800,000  per  year.    Deducting  approximately 
3200,000  as  the  estimated  amount  of  relief  annually  to  rural 
Anglo~.An.eri cans  in  the  area,  appr oxinat e ly  Si, 600,000  remains 
as  the-  amount  contributed  to  the  livelihood  of  the  native  popu- 
lations of  the  area  each  year.    This  amount  is  partially  indi- 
cative of  the  highly  critical  situation  vhieh  obtains  in  the 
economy  of  the  villages  of  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Area. 

That  the  situation  is  even  more  critical  is  indicated 
by  examination  of  the  data  on  estimated  income  of  the  native 
populations  in  the  year  193^.    Table  I  indicates  a  total  income 
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Teble  I 

!stiir.£tc3  Tot  el  Income  of  Spanish-American 
and  In  dim  Population  of  Upper  Rio  Grande 
Area  (l) 


_ 

IUuI  Cfc; 

Spanish- 
Americans 



1 

Indians 

1 

1 

(?) 

Land 

! 

U  S^2 

1 

2?U,b7U 

^0 

(2) 

Livest  ock 

1,360,266     |  165,527 

1,525,793 

15 

Relief 

r    "'•     1    ~  1 

l,lii3,051  2H?,00U 

(3) 

1,385,055 

111 

Wages  and  Other 

1,779.269 

276,071 



2,055,360 

- 

21 



TOTAL 

9 , 115 , 559 
1  

908,276 

10,023,235 

1 

■          ,    , , .            .  .  _ 

100 

(1) 


Estimated  from  data  on  samples  of  Indian  and  Spani sh- American 
population  covered  by  Human  Dependency  Survey  of  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service; 

10^~  sample  of  Spani sh~Ameri can  population 
53/k  sample  of  Indian  population 


(2) 


Includes  non-cash  income.  Calculated  by  assigning  value  to 
article  produced  and  consumed  at  home. 


(3) 


This  figure,  it  will  be  noted,  is  $U00,000  lo'.rer  than  the 
figure  for  annual  relief  expenditures  quoted  in  the  text 
above.     The  difference  is  accounted  for  by  $200,000  unpaid 
balance  on  Rural  Rehabilitation  Loans,  and  Some  $200,000 
estimated  relief  to  the  13,000  rural  Anglo-Americans  in  the 
area. 
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of  approximately  $10,000,000,  with  cultivated  land,  the  basic 
resource,  supply  i-'£  50  per  cent  of  the  total.     Income  fron 
livestock  constitutes  15  per  cent  of  the  total,  ai;proxinat  e  ly 
$1,500>000.     This  income  is  derived  from  sheep,  cattle,  and 
goats,  whose  number  is  estimated  to  total  roughly  150,000, 
in  terms  of  cattle  -units  year  long.     The  projected  and  des- 
perately necessary  government  program  of  conservation  of  land 
resources  will  entail  a  reduction  of  overvhelmin^;  proportions 
in  this  number  of  livestock,  if  the  village  population  is  to 
he  restricted  to  the  use  of  only  those  areas  of  range  now 
available  to  them.    A  correspondingly  large  reduction  in  the 
income  from  livestock  would  result.     Income  from  this  source, 
unless  additional  range  were  provided,  night  easily  be  reduced 
to  less  than  -$1,000,000  per  year.     Study  of  employment  oppor- 
tunities for  the  rural  population  of  the  area  indicates  that 
approximately  $1, 300,000  is  the  total  annual  income  from  non- 
relief  wa.oe  work  that  may  be  expected  over  the  next  period  of 
years;  this  is  a  considerable  reduction  over  the  1936  estimated 
income  from  that  source.     In  the  Middle  Rio  Grande  Area  fore- 
closure suits  have  been  filed  against  the  land  of  all  those 
delinquent  in  the  payment  of  taxes  to  the  Middle  Rio  G-rande 
Conservancy  District.     Income  from  land  in  that  area  was,  as 
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Table  IV 

Families  by  Size  in  Spanish- American  Villages 


Number  in  Family 

Number  of  Families 

1 

2 

119 

3 

15U 

k 

151 

146 

0 

100 

7 

t  • 

r/ 

o 

66 

Q 

53 

10 

36 

11 

12 

12 

R 
j 

13 

X 

14 

1 

15 

lb 

• 

17 

I  0 

IS 

0 

■>  0 

jl  y 

1 

1 

|  

TOTAL 

I 

+ 


Total  Number  of  Persons  - 
Kean  -  ^.1 
rieaian  -  5 
(l)    Po.ioaque  Area.  Abiquiu  Area.,  Dixon 

From  Human  Dependency  Survey  of  Soil  Conservation  Service 
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rPa"ble  V 


Fan ili ob  by  Size  in  nidi an  Pueblos 


(i) 


Number  in  Family 


Number  of  Families 


1  ! 

;  i 

i.n 

\  I 

|  ! 

DC1 

5 

r 
r  3 

63 

7? 

f 

"7 

I 

/•  f 
DO 

s 

38 

19 

10 

as 

11 

r 
>3 

c 

O 

13 

S 

iS 

0 

16 

3 

1. 

17 

^ 

IS 

0 

19 

0 

20 

1 

t.                                          ■  ■  ■     ,    .  ,   

TOiAL 

1 

i 

(l)     San  Juan;  Jemes,  Laguna 

Total  iTumber  of  Persons  -  2Q06 

Mean  -  R.6 
Median  -  5 


From  Human  Dependency  Survey  of  Soil  Conservation  Service 
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indicated  in  Table  II,  close  to  $1,700,000  in  1936.  The 
village  population  is  now  threatened  with  the  imminent  loss  of 
a  major  part  of  the  land  resource  fron  which  that  income  was 
derived.     In  sun,  unless  action  is  taken  to  preserve  for  the 
native  village  populations  of  the  area  the  resources  they 
now  have,  and  to  make  available  to  then  additional  resources, 
the  expenditure,  according  to  rough  estimate,  of  between 
$U, 000, 000  and  $5,000,000  annually  for  relief  to  this  popu- 
lation will  be  required. 

Examination  of  detailed  quantitative  data  on  village 
livelihood  indicates  that  even  now  with  a  total  income  of 
approximately  $10,000,000  or  an  average  income  of  $650  per 
family  the  situation  in  the  villages  is  highly  critical. 
The  critical  nature  of  the  situation  derives  fron  the  fact 
that,  scarce  as  they  are,  resources  and  income  are  "by  no 
means  evenly  distributed  among  the  village  population,  and 
that  the  livelihood  represented  by  $650  per  family  is  extreme- 
ly  neager. 

The  scarcity  of  resources  makes  dependence  upon  a 
variety  of  sources  for  income  requisite.     Table  VI  indicates 
that  over  SO  per  cent  of  the  families  in  one  group  of  ?•  *ish 
American  villages  derive  income  fron  two  or  more  sources,  and 
hh    er  ce  X  fr  m  three  or  more  sources.     It  indicates  further 


12 


T£ble  VI 

Number  of  Sources  of  Income-  for  Families 
in  Spanish- American  Villages  (l) 


Income 
CIpss 


1  -  300 
301  -  600 
601  -  1000 
1001  -  2000 


2001 


fit/ 


Number  of  Families  Deriving  Income  From 


1  Source  ?    2  Sources      3  Sources 


UO 

9 
1 

U 

2 


UO 
50 
10 

11 

13 


21 

33 

35 

.20 

3 


h  Sources 


1 

9 
11 

5 

0 


Total 


102 
101 

57 

Uo 

2U 


TOTAL 


57 


12U 


(l)    Abiquiu  Area 


118 


26 


32U 
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that  only  in  the  highest  r*u.d  lowest  income  classes  do  a 
larger  number  of  families  ohtain  income  from  two  sources 
or  less  than  f ron  three  sources  or  no re.    The  bulk  of  those 
fordlies  with  ir.cor.es  between  obOO  and  32,000  obtain  income 
fror.  either  three  or  four  sources.    On  the  other  hand  the  "bulk 
of  those  families  o"btainin{*  income  fror;  only  one  source  are 
in  the  class  with  total  incomes  under  D3OO. 

Cultivated  land  is  the  most  widely  distributee1,  resource, 
la  a  sample  of  ^25  families  in  twenty  Spanish-^nerican  villages 
S7  per  cent  own  some  cultivated  land.     The  distribution  of 
ownership  is  indicated  in  Table  VII.     The  total  r^n^e  of 
holdings  is  from  1  to  over  50  acres ,  but  one- third  the  total 
number  of  families  own  2  acres  or  less,   two- thirds  own  6  acres 
or  less  and  throe-four the  own  ten  acres  or  less. 

Livestock  ownership  is  less  widely  distributed;  bo 
per  cent  of  the  957  families  upon  whom  data  are  available 
own  livestock.     (See  Table  VIII).     The  total  range- of  holdings 
is  from  less  than  1  cattle  unit  year  long  to  several  thou- 
sand cattle  units  year  Ion*?,  but  SO  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  families  owr,  less  than  5  cattle  units,  aid  almost 
90  per  cent  own  less  than  10  cattle  units. 

In  a  somewhat  smaller  sample  taken  from  one  area,  ^5 
per  cent  of  a  total  y2h  families  derived  income  fron  relief, 


Ik 


Table  VII 

Ownership  of  Cultivated  Land  By  Size  of  Holding 
in  Spanish-American  Village?  (l) 


■  '1 

Size  of  Holding  (Acres) 

i 

i 

■                                »    1 

No.  of  J' an i  3.  i  c  s 

0 

12k 

1 

37 

2 

i  on 

91 

A  . 

J 

g  i 

7k 

1  ■ 

7 

40 

6 

pg 

i? 

2o 

15 

12 

21 

13 

Xk 

6 

id 

lb 

1  h 

11 

17 

k 

£ 

19 

3 

20 

9 

21  and  over 

S3 

TOTAL 

|  929 
1 

(l)    Pojoaque,  Dixon,  Abiquiu 
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Table  VIII 

Ownership  of  Livestock  by  Size  of  Herd  in 
S*pani sh-Ameri can  Village s  ( 1 ) 


Size  of  Herd 


Number  of  Fanilies 


iow  Units 


0 


c 


L 

7 


10 


12 


"iXxd  over 


299 
123 
130 
So 
81 

ho 

28 

17 

19 
9 

12 
10 

6 
? 

2 

6 

7 
2 


-4  


951 


(l)    Fojoaque  Valley,  Abiquiu  Area,  Dixon 
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and  U*5  per  cent  derived  income  fron  wages-     The  total  range  of 
income  fron  relief  ??as  from  $10  to  ?375»  ^ut  three-fourths 
of  all  families  derived  less  than  3100  fron  this  source. 
(See  Table  IX).    The  total  range  of  income  fron  wagevrork  was 
fron  320  to  $1300,  but  70  per  cent  of  all  families  obtained 
$100  or  less  fron  this  source,  and  almost  SO  per  cent  obtained 
£200  or  less  fron  this  source.     (See  Table  X). 

The  significance  of  the  uneven  distribution  of 
resources  is  apparent  in  the  distribution  of  income  fron  various 
sources  and  of  total  income.     In  the  approximations  of  total 
income  the  annual  products  of  land  and  livestock  have  been 
valued  in  monetary  terns  in  order  that  they  be  comparable  with 
income  fron  relief  and  wages.     Those  products  which  were  con- 
sumed in  the  hone  were  valued  at  retail  prices. 

Table  XI  showing  the  distribution  of  total  gross  income 
anon  ;  a  sample  of  1062  families  in  20  villages  indicates 
that  6k  per  cent  of  all  families  have  total  incomes  of  $600 
or  less.    Another  IS  per  cent  have  total  incomes  between 
?600  end  31,000.    Approximately  two-thirds  of  all  families, 
then,  have  total  incomes  loss  than  the  JonO  average  family 
income  in  the  entire  Upper  Rio  Grande  Area. 

Per  family  income  fron  various  sources  is  shown 
by  income  class  in  Table  XII.     It  is  evident  from  this  table 
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Table  IX 

Distribution  of  Income  Iror.  Relief  By- 
Glass  in  Spanish- American  Villages  (l) 


IncoFiC  Received 

"From  Relief  i 

i 
i 

v  un  DG I    '  U   jj  njTS  1  x  1  e  s 
Receiving 

Dollars 

1 

: 

0 

1  fo 

1  100 

71 

101  -  200 

x- 

201  -  300 

35 

301  -  koo 

10 

TOTAL 



32^ 

AM  qui  u  Arc  a 

Fron  Hunan  Dependency  Survey  of  Soil  Conservation  Service 


IS 


Table  X 


Distrilmtion  of  Ihccne  Fron  Hon— Belief 
^tpgeuzTK  by  Class  in  **paa i  sh—An  e  r i  c  - ji 
' Villages  (I) 


Incone  Frors  l?Tinber  of  FanHies 

7r.gc3  i  Fee  jiving 


Doll 

0 

» 
j 

156 

1  - 

1 

100  ! 

-  !  '\ 

101  - 

i 
1 

d-d 

201  - 

300  j 

! 

1 

21 

301  - 

Soo  | 

16 

-::  - 

500  I 

1 

Ik 

501  - 

j  7 

- 

701  - 

700  2 

i 

£00                         |  2 

■ 

500                         1  2 

^01  - 

1000 

I  3 

1C00  aril  over 

i 

7 

1 

1 

324 

(i)    .i'ciquiu  Are-r. 

7roD.  Hun^n  Dcpe:iJ.cr_cy  Survey  of  Soil  Gonservatior. 


lable  XI 


Distribution  of  Total  G-ros?  Income  by  Class 
in  Sp&nish-Americrn  Villages  (l) 


Income  Class 

Number  of  Families 

Per  Cent  of  All 
uamiiies 

Dollars 

  1 

1  -  300 

301  -  600 

335 

32 

• 

601  -  1000 

188 

18 

1001  -  2000 

1U0 

13 

2000  &  over 



,  

TOTAL 

10b2 

100 

i  .  

(l)     Dixon ,  Cuba,  Abiquiu  Are?..  Pojcaque  Velley 
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that  total  income  per  family  varies  almost  directly  with 
income  from  cultivated  land.     It  is  further  evident  that 
livestock  contributes  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  total 
income  of  those  families  below  the  $1,000  level.     Income  from 
relief  wagework  constitutes  another  major  difference  between 
those  families  with  incomes  under  $600  and  those  with  incomes 
between  $600  and  $1,000. 

Table  XIII  indicates  the  proportion  of  income  from 
various  sources  which  accrues  to  different  income  classes. 
As  indicated,  the  families  with  incomes  over  $2,000  con- 
stituting; only  5  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  families 
have  oO  per  cent  of  all  the  income  from  livestock  and  2C) 
per  cent  of  all  the  income  from  cultivated  land.  Those 
families  with  incomes  under  $600,  constituting  6U  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  of  families,  had  just  6  per  cent  of  the 
total  income  from  livestock,  and  26  per  cent  of  the  total 
income  from  cultivated  land,     The  effects  of  an  uneven  dis- 
tribution of  resources  in  circumstances  of  extreme  scarcity 
of  resources  are  evidenced  in  this  and  in  the  fact  that  65 
per  cent  of  the  lar^e  total  relief  income  accrued  to  this 
class . 

The  situation  in  the  Indian  Pueblos  is  an  almost 
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Table  XII 

Total  Gross  Incvne  For  Fanily  3y  Clr.ss  In 
Spaiiish-inariCAii  Villages  (l) 


i 

source 

Income    G  1  a  s  s 

l  -  300  ;   voi  _  600  j  101  -  1000 

1         *  : 
!  looi  -  20c 

$1000 
L  ■ 

Land 

Live stock 

Tiroes 

Relief 

1  1  !  ■ 

I 

S3            238      1  ^63 

I  j 

g     !       17     !  ui 

!  i 

59      1       121      {  117 

i  j 

00        !           70                0  oh. 
-J      j         <■->  \ 

!  j 

1 — 

.. 

311 

■ 

2103 
21S1 

281 

j       1  H 

1,276 

1 

f 


(l)    AMqtiru.  Area,  rojoaque  Valley,  Cuba,  Dixon 

Fro;:  Kmian  Dependency  Survey  of  Soil  Conservation  Service 


Table  XIII 

Distribution  of  Income  From  Various 
Sources  "by  Income  Class  (l) 


Source 

|  Totrl 

:  1-300 
i  

300-600 

600-1000 

1000-2000 

2000  &  over 

JO 

 , 

TO 

A 
10 

d. 

Land 

Livestock 
Relief 

! 
i 

100 

100 

: 

100 

J.UU  j 

i 

7 

p 

■ 

22 
7 

: 

19 

U 

*s  : 

16  j 

j 

,  

21 

5 
23 
29 

- 

2U 
q 

10 

23 

SO 
2 
12 

 . 

TOTAL 

100  | 

18  ■ 

20 

1 

1 

32 

(l)  Dixon, 

Cub?. ,  r 

-  - 

o.joaquc- 

Valley, 

 1 

&biquiu  Ar 

- 

ea 
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exact  parallel  of  that  in  the  Spani sh-Ane  r i ca: i  villages. 
The:  anount  of  ir.cone,  the  distribution  of  resources  and  of 
i nc one  and  other  characteristics,  ohscrver1  in  the  Spani sh- 
ikierican  villages  are  duplicated  in  the  Iiidian  Pueblos. 
Charts  I  ,n4i-i  n  indicate  the  parallel. 

Fo  studies  of  levels  of  livelihood  have  beeii 
conductor?,  ir..  the  Uboor  Rio  G-ran&o  Area.    The  incomplete  data 


-    -Ti-^-le  indicates  that  a  total  income  of  £oR0  oor  f:\nily 


(IV:  :±  -Li 


of  fine  vill  pern  it  only  the  s  "jr."  lost  and  nost  nearer  diet, 
one  that  aould  he  judged  inadequate  nccrdina  to  all  stan- 
dards cr'-.io.arilv  set.  It  will  permit  the  purchase  of  clothing 
in  amounts  insufficient  to  preside  protection  frpra  cold.  It 
will  porr.it  no  expeiidi ture s  for  health,  for  education  or  for 
recreation,  and  no  savings  of  o.:y  t  ^o.     It  pern  it  oven 

the  ninirsun  described  only  "by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  relative 
lv  adequate  housing  and  fuel  nay  he  obtained  hy  the  expendi- 
ture of  labor  -'.lone  and  finest  no  cash.    Without  effective 
planning  and  action  hy  and  in  "behalf  :>t  the  native  popul&td ons 
of  the  area  their  future ,  even  vita  enormous  yovernnental 
expenditures  for  relief,  is  not  bright. 
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A  NOTE  ON. THE  LEVEL  OF  VILLAGE  LIVELIHOOD 

IN  THE 
UPPER  RIO  GRANDE  AREA 


Anal vs is  of  data  on  income  in  the  Spanish-Am cric?ja 
■/illr.^es  of  the  "pper  "io  G-rf.ii.de  Area  indicated  that  the 
gross  incomes  of  almost  two-thirds  of  all  village  families 
-■ere  "under  0600.  (l)    Monetary  fi -aires  in  then  selves ,  hovover, 
provide  only  a  rough  indication  of  the  standard  of  village 
livin.  .    The  "dequrcy  or  inadceuacy  of  the  ccononv  nay  "be 
Judged  "better  "by  an  examin -ticn  of  the  actual  substance  and 
content  of  livelihood  in  the  villages. 

Available  data,  however,  is  extremely  limited.  Uo 
studies  of  consumption  or  standard  of  living  have  been  con- 
ducted in' the  area.    Those  conducted  in  other  rural  areas  are 
useful  only  for  purposes  of  rough  comparison  "because  of  the 
almost  unique  character  of  village  life  in  the   "pper  Rio 
Grande  Area.    A  limited  amount  of  data  on  a  small  number  of 
families  has,  hov/cver,  "been  collected,  rhich,  while  not  defin- 
itive, may  "be  used  for  purposes  of  illustration. 

A  single  consumption  group ,  or  family,  has  been 
selected  for  illustrative  purposes,     -"'his  family  in.  ludes 
four  persons,  two  adults  and  two  children,  amed  12  and  e  res- 
pect! vela. 

In  its  home,   "ho  -Santa  Cruz  Valley,  it  is  considered 
neither  v/oll-off  nor  poor.     It  is  regarded  as  some. /hat  above 
t ae  average  in  income.     The  head  of  this  family  considers  him- 
self independent  and  his  income  relatively  satisfactory,  as 


U)     See  report  en  "Village  Livelihood  in  the  Uaoer  "a  0  Grande 
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do  hi  j  neighbors.  He  hr.s  not  left  the  area  for  seasonal  labor 
since  1919 1  r<"Ad  except  for  a  few  nosiths  after  the  drought  of 


193^  never  either  rippled  for  or  received  ?ny  type  of  relief. 
Detailed  data  or.  the  income  and  expenditures  of  this  family  '-ere 
sr-cur-.d  from  records  kept  by  the  family  he  id. 

The  family  selected  lives  in  a  throe  room  adobe  house 
in  Cu:.rtelv:s  in  the  Santa  Crus  Valley.     It  o*"i»s  1-L  acres  of 
irrieated  lend  T,hich  are  included  in  the  Santa  Cru7,  Irrigation 
District.     Of  these  lU  ecn^,  however,   almost  9  r.re  -rater- logged 
r.nd  can  00  used  only  for  vega  and  pasture.     The  remainder  is  in 
crops.     The  only  livestock  o^ned  are  ttfO  -'*orh  horses.     The  vega 
and  pasture  is  used  to  feed  the  trro  i?ork  horses,  and  to  fatten 
•:he  six  vether  lambs  purchased  each  year  for  meat.     In  the  "base 
""  ear  1335 »   ?-s  in  ever--  year  "but  one  since  1319,  the  family  '/as 
defpendemt  for  its  entire  income  upon  the  irrigated  land.  The 
craos  aid  income  iron  this  land  r.re  indicated  in  the  follorfins 


tn'cle: 


Croa 


Ac  res 


Cash 
3e.Ic  s 


Value  U-ea 
At  *;on:e 


Grrden  vegetables  0.2^ 

1.00 


-111  11 


orn 


Or shard 


v. 


ad  oasture 


2.00 


2.00 


all 


i  5.00 
I56.OO 

0 

1H0.0C 


20.00 
62.00 
"0.^0 
lU.50 

1:7.00 


ital 


1U.00 


s 3-1.00 


3  2<B.0C 
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The  total  income  of  the  fmily  vms  $635  ^ith  ap- 
proxi-irtr.lv  half  of  it  eonnercial  income.    Only  a  portion, 
of  the  conraercirJ.  inconn  vr.--  received  as  actual  cosh;  much 
of  it  v:a •.  received  directly  in  the  fori  of  goods  at  the 
trading  -.tore  to  'hich  the  surplus  products  vers  taken,  A 
detailed  liot  of  the  goods  obtained  in  exchange  for  either 
surplus  03  ducts  or  for  cash,  follows: 


1 .  i.''ocd 

Lard,  ^0  lis.  :>  20.25 

Coffee,         lbs.  9.°6 

Beans,  200^ lbs.  10. 00 

Potatoes  '--00  lbs.  £.00 

Sugar  100  lbs.  7.50 

c  aethers  12.00 

1  hog  £.00 

Soda  12  p:;£s.  1.20 

1.  C.  Baking  Povdcr,  12  cms  3. 00 

Sr.lt  100  lbs.  I.50 

Flour  1,200  lbs.  jjg . gO 

$  122.15 

2.  Clothing 

1  -  - 

(a)     -  :r  Tifc  (b)    2S-  Li££ 


3  vforkshirts  0  2.00 
2  overalls  2.14 
1  pair  v.-ork  ".hoes  2. SO 

1  pair  Sunday  shoes  3»00 

2  Sunc.a---  shirts  2.  SO 

3  pair  li.dit  rreight 
socks  .72 

6  pair  gloves  2.22 
1  etrav  hat  l.°0 
k  pair  underv'eaS  - .  eO 

P33-7C  $  20. 


1 

coat 

£10. OP 

1 

p' ir  shoes 

1 

dress 

1 

drees 

7.9s 

0 

pair  undersea:.' 

.76 

3 

house  dre  ses 

2.:,2 

J.  x    .I-.1  -j 

GO 

1 

sT  'cater 

i.;*9 

1 

pair  gloves 

1.50 

The  only  other  expenditures  were  $25  paid  to  the  Santa 
Cruz  Irrigation  District  for  crater  tares  and  $5  paid  to  the 
county  for  county  taxes.    A  summary  of  the  cash  expenditures 
follor/s : 


Food  $122.15 
Clothing 

7am  and  Rouse  Equipment  U9.I7 

Taxes  26.00 

'Miscellaneous  i   6p .  00 

Total  $3^1.34 


The  value  of  the  food  furnished  by  the  farm  T/as  $293* 
If  no  value  is  as signed  to  the  housing  and  fuel  used  by  the 
fa-iily,  for  which  no  expenditure  other  than  that  of  labor  v/as 
p.adc ,   then  the  total  value  of  the  goods  used  by  the  family  v/as 
§635,  food  constituting  ^415  of  the  total.    The  percentages  of 
the  total  value  of  the  family  living  constituted  by  various 
types  of  goods  arc  as  follows: 


Fo 3d  65$ 

Clothing  13$ 

Equipment  &fc 

Taxes  >4§ 

Miscellane  us  10/b 


Examination  of  studies  of  farm  family  living  in  other 
sections  of  the  country  indicates  that,  in  terns  of  total  value 
of  f anily  living  and  the  distribution  of  the  total  value  among 
various  types  of  goods,   the  level  represented  by  this  single 
family  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Area  is  comparable  v/ith  that  of 
tenant  and  cropper  families  in  the  old.  South.     The  level  iadi- 
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cated  "by  studies  of  fanilv  living  of  ovaicr  families  in  the 
South  and  of  all  types  of  families  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
is  generally  considerably  higher. 

Ho  analysis  of  the  content  of  the  family  living  detailed 
above  can  be  attempted  here.     It  may  be  noted,  however,  that 
the  adequacy  of  the  diet  is  at  least  open  to  question.  The 
clothing  purchased  is  meager.     The  expenditures  for  education 
are  at  a  minimum.    There  are  no  expenditures  for  health  care, 
and  just  $4.00  for  standard  patent  medicines.     Recreational  ex- 
penses hardly  exist,  and  there  are  no  savirgs  of  any  type.  Yet 
the  living  of  this  family  is  more  ample  than  that  of  almost 
three-fourths  of  all  village  families  in  the  area. 

The  per  capita  value  of  the  living  of  the  family  used 
as  illustration  is  3159 •    The  average  size  of  family  in  the  villages 
is  5'  according  to  sample  surveys,  (l)     The  total  income  necessary 
to  provide  the  living  detailed  above  for  the  average  family  is, 
then,  5j?795"     Surveys  indicate  that  n4  per  cent  of  all  village 
families  have  incomes  under  voOO,  and  18  per  cent  incomes  between 
$600  and  $1,000,  (l)     It  may  safely  be  estimated,   therefore,  that 
.almost  three-fourths  of  all  village  families  live  at  a  level 
lower  than  that  represented  by  the  family  whose  living  is  de tolled 
above • 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  15 » 3^0 
Spanish- American  and  Indian  families  in  the  villages  of  the 


Sec  report  on  "Village  Livelihood  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande 
Area". 
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Upper  Rio  Grande  Area.     To  provide  for  each  of  these  families 
a  living  similar  to  that  detailed  above  .  $795  Por  family  or  a 
total  of  almost  $12,200,000  would  "be  required.    It  has  been 
estimated  (l)  that  the  total  income  of  these  families  in  193^ 
was  approximately  o 10, 000, 000,  including  $1,^00,000  from  relief. 
The  size  of  the  deficit,  even  assuming  even  distribution  of 
income  among  all  families  in  some  indication  of  the  problem 
of  the  native  populations  of  the  Uoper  Hie  Grande  Area. 


(l)     "Village  Livelihood  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Area." 


